
the former diplomat as “profession- 
al and honest,” adding that she “is 
the daughter of an enormously hon- 
est family.” 

Ignacio Umana, who was ambas- 
sador to Mexico during her tenure 
as attache, told a Bogota radio sta- 
tion that she was “the last person I 
would have suspected of such a 
thing. She was extremely diligent 
and very efficient.” 

Bogota radio reports said her 
father, Pablo Casas, was a governor 
of Tolima province. At that time, 
governorships were political ap- 
pointments usually given as a re- 
ward for faithful party service. In 
the closed world of Colombian pol- 
itics, still largely run by a small, 
elite group, family reputation is 
very important and political service 
is expected to be rewarded. 

Those who knew her described 
Rosario Ames as smart, studious 
and unpretentious. She taught 
Greek and literature classes at the 
prestigious Los Andes University in 
Bogota in the late 1970s and early 
1980s. She was an acquaintance of 
such notables as Nobel laureate Ga- 
briel Garcia Marquez. 

Friends and neighbors of the cou- 
ple in the United States said they 
assumed that Rosario Ames came 
from a wealthy family because of 
the way she and her husband spent 
money — a $540,000 house for 
which they paid cash, expensive 
cars, clothes, $455,000 in credit 
card charges and $30,000 in tele- 
phone bills. According to court pa- 
pers, the Ameses spent nearly $1.4 
million from April 1985 through 
last November. 

Arthur R. Friedman, a Fairfax 
title lawyer who sold the couple 
their house in the 2500 block of 
Randolph Street for $540,000 in 
September 1989, said yesterday 
that cash transactions of such mag- 
nitude are unusual. 

“They told us the money was com- 
ing from her family, that it was a 
wealthy Colombian family,” he said. 

Neighbors said that the couple 
spent lavishly on landscaping and 
home furnishings and that Rosario 
Ames often spoke of her graduate 
studies in philosophy at George- 
town University, where she was 
working on a doctorate. One neigh- 
bor said she was considering writ- 
ing her dissertation on Martin 
Heidegger, a German philosopher. 


Relatives of Aldrich Ames de- 
clined yesterday to talk about him. 
An aunt in Minnesota and an aunt in 
Texas had no comment yesterday. A 
man who identified himself as the 
husband of Ames’s sister, who lives 
in Northern Virginia, said yesterday: 
“She has nothing to say.”. 

Ames’s father was a career an- 
alyst with the CIA, and his mother 
was a teacher in Fairfax County. 
During his 31 years with the CIA, 
Aldrich Ames traveled around the 
world and most recently was work- 
ing in counter-narcotics at the CIA 
headquarters in Langley. 

The FBI continued yesterday to 
search the Ames home for docu- 
ments. Federal authorities said Al- 
drich Ames put the money he was 
paid to be a double agent into at least 
12 bank accounts in the United 
States and abroad, including some 
with his wife and some with his moth- 
er-in-law, Cecilia Dupuy de Casas. 

Because of the depth of the in- 
vestigation, “thsrs probably is not 
much left to be developed that we 
don’t already know,” said Frank 
Scafidi, an FBI spokesman. “It’s 
safe to say there aren’t going to be 
any surprises.” 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Mark 
Hulkower said he expects additional 
information to be revealed at a pre- 
liminary hearing and a bond review 
in U.S. District Court on Tuesday. 
The hearing initially had been set 
for tomorrow. 

Plato Cacheris, a defense lawyer 
representing Aldrich Ames, de- 
clined comment yesterday. William 
B. Cummings, who represents Ro- 
sario Ames, did not return a tele- 
phone message left at his office. 

Staff writers Steve Bates, Patricia 
Davis and Charles W. Hall 
contributed to this report. Farah 
reported from Bogota. 



